
All Saints' Day
Matthew 5:1-12

Today's gospel is the beautiful Beatitudes reading. The word  “blessed,” as
used by Jesus in the eight maxims, was written in Greek as makarios. A word
which indicates a joy, that is God-like in its serenity and totality. So today I
want to start a little differently than I usually do, by giving some background
on the words we find in the verses of the Beatitudes.

Specific Greek words used throughout the text indicate several important
meanings.  Blessed are:  the poor  in  spirit.  Those who are  detached from
material  things,  who  put  their  trust  in  God.  Those  who  mourn.  This
Beatitude speaks of the value of caring and compassion – the hallmarks of
Jesus' teaching. Those who are meek. The Greek word used here is praotes –
true humility which banishes all pride. The blessed who accept the necessity
to learn and grow and realize their need to be forgiven. Then moving on to
those who are merciful.  The Greek word here is  chesedh.  It indicates the
ability  to  'get  inside  a  person's  skin'  until  we  can  see  things  from  their
experience  mind  and  feel  their  joys  and  sorrows.  Those  that  are
peacemakers. Peace is not merely the absence of trouble or discord. Peace is
a  positive  condition.  It  is  everything  which  provides  and  makes  for
humanity's  highest  good.  Note,  too,  that  the  “blessed” are  described  as
peace-makers and not simply peace-lovers.

The Beatitudes present something of a “which comes first, the chicken or
the egg” situation. Are we blessed because we live and act in a certain way,
or does God's gift of blessedness, bestowed so generously on us, enable us
to live and act in a God-like way? At first glance, the Beatitudes seem to say
that blessedness is a reward given to those who live and act in ways that
transcend the ways of the world. In reality, we are able to live and act in
these ways of the Beatitudes, because we are already blessed. As children of
God, blessedness is who we are. Because we are already blessed, we live
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even now in the  “kingdom of heaven.” Blessedness is a way of being, that
stretches us toward what we become in the fullness of Life. Being blessed is
God's gift to us, choosing to live our blessedness is our gift to God and each
other.  Its  what  we will  do  today  in  coming  forward to  bring  our  pledge
before God in our continued journey to generosity.

This feast day is one of all the saints in heaven. The difference between us,
and the saints in heaven is not in the Life we share – we all share in God's
Life. We are all blessed. We are all of God – but in the fact that we still face
and must daily deal with the difficulties of life, that can cause us to lose sight
of God and all the blessings we have been given. We are all blessed when we
do not despair at the difficulties of life, but meet them, with the virtues of
the blessed: meekness, slowness to anger, charity toward others, comfort,
righteousness,  mercy,  and  peace.  Our  blessedness,  then,  rests  in  our
relationship to God and on our responses to the situations of life that call us
to die to ourselves. God's kingdom is present in our blessedness and in the
good choices we make to further that Life of God that is in and around us.
Difficulties in life may happen, because of the choices we make. And those
difficulties may indeed challenge our courage, but they cannot take away
who we are, whose we are, the blessed ones of God.

Being holy and living the gospel does not mean that difficulties will never
come our way, nor does it mean that we will always respond well to those
difficulties,  nor  does  it  mean  that  overcoming  difficulties  will  be  easy.
Neither does being holy and living the gospel mean that we need to go out
looking  for  ways  to  die  to  self  so  that  we  can  be  holy.  In  themselves,
difficulties  are  not  necessarily  signs  of  holiness.  Blessedness  is  best
measured and achieved in the ordinary experiences of life by our way of
responding to them. This means first and foremost that we act as people
who belong to God. 
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The saints in heaven give us courage, that it is possible to spend our lives
being faithful to God and charitable toward each other. They model for us
gospel living – dying to self, so that one day we share in God's everlasting
glory. This day, this holy All Saints Day, in which we remember those who
have  gone  before  us,  in  which  we  will  bring  up  our  convenantal
commitment, in which we recognize those who have decided to become a
part of this amazing place we call our spiritual home. This holy day, then, has
many facets but all point to God's self-giving of divine Life to us. This self-
giving is the blessedness of God's kingdom which is being realized in our
very own lives.  There is  a challenge to this  day as well,  as great joy and
rejoicing.  To  believe  and  live  as  though  blessedness  is  already  ours  and
holiness  is  not  beyond  our  grasp.  The  blessedness  God  offers  is  an
unshakable peace that comes from resting in God's abiding divine Presence.
For this we are to “rejoice and be glad.” Amen.
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