
Easter Day
John 20:1-18

Mary Magdalene was the first to discover the empty tomb and her reaction
might be described as fear and unknowing. Easter morning must have been
confusing, even frightening, time. Jesus had just been killed by the state, an
imperial occupying power. Most of the disciples had scattered. Now when
Mary of Magdala came to pay her final respects, she finds the tomb empty.
It might be hard for us to imagine, but apparently the early disciples did not
understand that Jesus was to rise from the dead. Though they had been with
Jesus during his earthly ministry, they were unprepared for this victorious
act of God over death itself. To us, the resurrection of Jesus is a central point
of faith. For them, it seems to have been wholly unexpected. The gospels are
remarkably candid about this embarrassing fact.

John's  Easter  gospel  says  nothing  of  earthquakes  or  angels.  His  account
begins  before  daybreak.  It  was  believed  that  the  spirit  of  the  deceased
hovered around the tomb for three days after burial. Mary Magdalene was
therefore following the Jewish custom of visiting the tomb during this three-
day  period.  Discovering  that  the  stone  has  been  moved  away,  Mary
Magdalene runs to tell Peter and the others. Peter and the other disciple
race to get there and look inside.

Note  the  different  reactions  of  the  three:  Mary  Magdalene  fears  that
someone has “taken” Jesus' body; Peter does not know what to make of the
news, but the “other disciple” - the model of faithful discernment in John's
gospel  –  immediately  understands  what  has  taken place.  So  great  is  the
beloved disciple's love and depth of faith, that all of the strange remarks and
dark references of Jesus now become clear.
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While the Easter mystery does not deny the reality of suffering and pain, it
does proclaim reason for hope in the human condition. The empty tomb of
Christ  trumpets  the  ultimate  Alleluia  –  the  love,  the  compassion,  the
generosity, the humility, and selflessness will ultimately triumph over hatred,
bigotry,  prejudice,  despair,  greed,  and  even  death.  The  Easter  miracle
enables us, even in the most difficult and desperate of times, to live our lives
in hopeful certainty of the fulfillment of the resurrection at the end of our
life's journey.

Today we stand, with Peter, the other disciple, and Mary, especially Mary, at
the entrance of the empty tomb, with them, we wonder what it means. The
Christ who challenged us to love one another is risen and walks among us!
All  that  Jesus  taught  –  compassion,  forgiveness,  reconciliation,  sincerity,
selflessness, and love for the sake of others – is vindicated and affirmed in
God raising Jesus from the dead. The empty tomb should not only console
us and elate us, it should challenge us to embrace the life of the gospel. With
Easter faith, we can awaken the promise of the empty tomb in every place
and moment we encounter on our journey through this life.

Women  never  let  anyone  convince  you  that  you  are  inferior  or  not
important. If it were not for the Mary Magdalene in the story, we would not
be here. Let me see if I can put the importance of women in this story a little
differently.

When God created woman, God was working late on the 6th day. An angel
came by and asked,  “Why spend so much time on her?” God answered,
“Have you seen all the specifications I have to meet to shape her?” She must
function  on  all  kinds  of  situation.  She  must  be  able  to  embrace  several
children at the same time. Have a hug that can heal anything from a bruised
knee to a broken heart. She must do all this with only two hands. She cures
herself when sick and can work 18 hours a day.” The angel was impressed,
“Just two hands...impossible! And this is  the standard model?” The angel
came closer and touched the woman, “But you have made her so soft, God.”
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“She is soft,” said God. “But I have made her strong. You cannot imagine
what she can endure and overcome.” “Can she think?” the angel asked. God
answered, “Not only can she think, she can reason and negotiate.”

The angel touched her cheeks, “I am sorry God, but it seems your creation is
leaking! You have put too many burdens on her.” “She is not leaking. It is a
tear,” God corrected the angel. “What is it for?” asked the angel. Then God
said, “Tears are her way of expressing her grief, her doubts, her love, her
loneliness, her suffering, and her pride.”

This  made  a  big  impression  on  the  angel,  “God,  you  are  a  genius.  You
thought of everything. A woman is indeed marvelous!” God said, “Indeed
she is. She has strength that amazes a man. She can handle trouble and
carry heavy burdens. She holds happiness, love, and opinions. She smiles
when she feels like screaming. She sings when she feels like crying. She cries
when happy and laughs when afraid. She fights for what she believes in. Her
love is unconditional. Her heart is broken when a next-of-kin dies, but she
finds strength to get on with life.”

The angel asked, “So she is a perfect being?” God turned and looked back at
God's creation, “No, she has just one drawback. She often forgets what she
is worth.” Amen
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